THE SPIRITUAL ISSUES 
q OF THE WAR | 


OBJECTS : 


1, To provide jor readers at home and abroad information concerning the life and 
thought of the British Churches in wartime. 


2. To elucidate by news and quotations the spiritual issues at stake in the war. 
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“THE BEATING HEART OF FREE CHINA” 


FREE CHURCH MODERATOR’S SERMON IN 
KING’S COLLEGE CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE 


_ Lhe Bishop of Ely and the Rev. J. S. 
Whale, D.D., Moderator of the Free Church 
Federal Council, took part in a service in 
aid of China in King’s College Chapel, Cam- 
bridge, on Sunday last. 

We are glad to publish the full text of Dr. 
Whale’s sermon on this occasion: 

“In the forty-sixth Psalm and the, first 
verse, it is written: ‘God is our refugee 
camp, a very present help in trouble.’ It is 
written thus in the Chinese version of the 
Bible—a translation which is here not only 
faithful, to the ancient Hebrew, but also 
strikingly modern. Indeed, this modern 
rendering of words so ancient and so true is 
a symbol of China herself—the oldest of 


_ civilisations and the youngest of modern 


States. There is unbroken continuity be- 
tween the ancient and distinctive culture 
born three thousand years ago in the basin 
of the Yellow River and the contemporary 
nation whose painful emergence during the 
last thirty years may yet prove to be the 
epic of our time... With astonishing patience 
and the most matter-of-fact heroism Free 
China is fighting to preserve her immemorial 
heritage and, upon the foundation of. its 
essential values,.to rebuild her whole life. . 
‘Where is the organised centre of this 
_ Tesistance, this courageous work of recon- 
struction, now that Nanking and other great 
cities have fallen to a savage invader? Where 
_ 1s the beating heart of Free China, her rally- 
_ ig point and effective citadel? The news- 
_ Papers and the wireless bulletins often answer 


* two hours, 


this question in terms of geography. They 
point us—truly enough—to that vast upland 
basin in the far West, completely encircled 
by high and broad mountain barriers ; the 
Red Basin of Szechwan, drained by the 
great Yang-Tze River, which alone gives 
access to it through world-famous gorges, up 
which you used to nose your way for weeks, 
in a boat towed by a team of coolies. And 
though Japanese bombers now cross its 
eastern bastion, ten thousand feet high, in 
this vast upland basin of 
Szechwan is the fortress of Free China, its 
granary and its refugee camp. The river 
port of Chungking, its capital city, is the 
nerve centre of national resistance, and one 
of the great cities of refuge in this present 
evil world. We in the West know .some- 
thing of the horror of the refugee problem, 
but we know little of its magnitude until we’ 
try to take in the fact that the emigrant 
population in this refugee camp numbers 
forty-six millions.. A figure to stagger the 
imagination, it nevertheless gives us some 
measure of the desperately difficult condi- 
tions under which one of the greatest of the 
world’s democracies is working out ifs 
future. 

“But the truer answer to our question 
transcends geography and economics ; it 
can be given only in terms of a Spirit which 
animates and sustains the multitudinous life 


_of China—that moral sense which is its dis- 


tinctive genius. Only a fortnight ago a dis- 
tinguished Chinese was speaking here in 
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his old university on ‘ China at War,’ and 
the point to which he returned again and 


again was the dogged patience of his coun- 


trymen in bringing moral victory out of the 
appalling evils which overwhelm. them. 
‘Tt would be easy, of course, to idealise 
this well-known fact and to exaggerate the 
extent to which the modern renaissance of 
‘China has been influenced by the Christian 
Faith. Yet it is no mere wishful thinking 
but momentotis truth, the meaning and 
scope of which are as yet beyond assess- 
ment, that the Christian forces in China have 
an influence out of all proportion to their 
actual numbers, and that for those whose 
faith and vision are directing this great people 
through the agony of modern war, the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is in- 
deed their refugee camp, and a very present 
help in time of trouble. China is no 
stranger, of course, to the follies and failures 
which curse the life of sinful man in every 
generation, but she is aware of the invincible 
power of ethical ideas as opposed to the 
tfaked forces of Real-Politik, and she lives 
by. her age-long sense, however inarticulate, 


‘of that Truth which sets men free from all 


assaults of the enemy. 
“For us, presumably, the supreme illus- 
tration of this spiritual warfare is the story of 


‘China's intellectual reconstruction, which may 


yet prove to be one of the most decisive facts 
‘of the twentieth century.. On the eve of the 
war General Chiang Kai-Shek addressed a 
great congress of school and_ university 


teachers at Kuling, telling them that nothing” 


must be allowed to interfere with their work. 
“War has begun,’ he said. ‘We have to 
begin at once, therefore, to prepare for 
peace. Go back to your schools and col- 
leges and carry on your work in the know- 
ledge that it is indeed national service.’ 
“Such a charge in such an hour could 
-only have been given and received in a 
country with a profound respect for learn- 
ing. The Japanese were quick to hear. of it 
and to see what it meant. Their counter- 


“stroke was deliberate and immediate. China’s 


universities, colleges and schools were 
attacked from the air as being the supreme 
obstacles to Japanese hegemony in the Far 
East. Not only lecture rooms but libraries 
were systematically marked down for de- 
,struction ; indeed, it is doubtful whether 


‘human ‘history records any comparable de- 
~ struction of precious books and manuscripts. 


Nankai university in Tientsin was reduced 
to ashes. When Nanking fell the Sinological 
library, containing one of the most ‘precious 


tual trek in history:’ 


collections of Chinese books in the world, 
was systematically looted. The finest 
library in China, that of the Tsing Hua Uni- 
versity in Peking, containing much that can 
never be replaced, was wrecked with devilish 
thoroughness. 

‘“China’s reply to this terrible vandalism 
has beén described as ‘ the greatest intellec- 
If the phrase smacks 
of modern journalism, the story it covers 1s 
sensational enough. For teachers and taught 
in China have migrated en masse and taken 
to the mountains. Whole universities, 
laboratories, medical schools, teachers’ train- 
ing colleges and engineering schools have 
moved to the West, their libraries and tech- 
nical equipment being piled on to junks, 
lorries, buses or pony back ; students and 
staff making shift as best they could. Re- 
lentless pursuit by enemy aeroplanes has 
forced some of them to move from place to 
place three or four times. The Hua Chung 
College, Wuchang, has recently covered two 
thousand miles in its various migrations. 
Amoy university had to abandon its beauti- 
ful seashore ‘campus for a mountain fastnéss — 
250 miles distant, which meant first ‘going 
over sea to the mainland and then ‘crossing 
two mountain ranges by precipitous roads 
where vehicles often come to grief. “Much 
university. life is now carried on wunder- 
ground in limestone caves or in L-shaped 
galleries cut out of the living rock. 

‘““Tn short, there is not a single college or 
university functioning anywhere in occupied 
China to-day, but education is being carried 
on with unfaltering determination in what is 
coming to be called the ‘new West.’ China 
has a new intellectual centre of gravity in ~ 
the provinces bordering on Thibet. This 
great inner China is indeed a refugee camp, 
the nursing mother.of multitudes dedicated 
to the service of the future ; its primitive 
little villages are now university centres ; its 
ancient temples are lecture theatres. Thanks 
to the cutting of the Burma Road and the 
isolation of Free China, prices ‘have been 
soaring—a fact which particularly hits an 
academic community which had come to 
depend on western commodities. A_ gallon 
of petrol costs £2, a pair of shoes £7. But, 
to quote words which have become a na- 
tional slogan, ‘ Whatever else stops, educa- 
tion goes on.’ 

“ Fundamentally, our aid to China, like 
China’s aid to us, is something spiritual. 
The Aid to China Fund is a meré trifle 
financially considered, but if we give to it 
because it is an effective symbol of our 


genuine desire for a new order of life through- 
“out the whole world its value is enormous. 
Much depends, therefore, on the motives 
which prompt our sympathy. All depends 
-on whether the allied nations and, finally, all 
nations will together look for the City that 
hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker 
is God.”’ 


LATEST MOVES IN NORWAY 


We are anxious to keep readers informed 
week by week of the course of events in 
Norway, where the struggle between a 
‘Christian Church and its Nazi-minded op- 
ponents can be seen in one of its purest 
forms. 

A solemn protest against the persecution 
of Norwegian Jews, signed by the provi- 
sional Church Council of all the affiliated 
‘Church organisations of Norway, and. the 
theological faculty of Oslo University, has 
been published in Stockholm, according to 
Reuter. The text contains these words: 

‘““ These measures have provoked unheard- 
-of sorrow throughout the country. We do 
not intend to start any political action or 
defend Jews who have committed crimes, 
but if they are guilty they must be tried 
according to Norwegian law. The treat- 
‘ment of the Jews is not only contrary to the 
Christian ideal of loving one’s neighbours, 
but it is also against elementary conceptions 
of justice. 

‘‘ To remain true to God and the Church 
we must speak. It is the sacred duty of the 
‘Church to show what is good when the lay 
authorities fail to do so. Strengthened by 
our calling we exhort the authorities to say 
in the name of Jesus Christ: ‘Stop Jewish 
persecutions and stop this race hatred, which 
the Press is spreading throughout the coun- 
‘try.’ Quisling has repeatedly stated that his 
party wants to protect the fundamental 
values of Christianity. These values . are 
now in peril.’’ . 

Besides Norsk Kirkeblad and Norsk Mis- 
jonstidende, another paper for the. Israel 
Mission has now been suppressed; and dur- 
ing October all parish magazines were told 
that for the future they would not be per- 
mitted publication. This is a new attempt 
to destroy contact between the parsons and 
their congregations, and is at the same time 
a link in the efforts to bring the Parish 
‘Councils under the new order. It has also 
become difficult to purchase Bibles, as it is 
forbidden to sell paper which is to be used 
for that purpose. fj 

The clergy have now stopped announcing 


‘try and the police. 


“sernions and’ services in the papers. As a 


result the’ “‘-Ministry for. Ecclesiastical 


‘Affairs ”’ has charged the N.S. parsons with 


the task of controlling and getting informa- 
tion: about coming religious meetings. In 
Oslo the renowned Barby has been given 
this mission. Under false pretences he rings 
up different parsons in order to get informa- 
tion about sermons. ‘“‘ Bishop ’’ Froeyland 


-continues his visitations, backed up by the 


State Police, and sends reports to the Minis- 
By these means he has 
informed against Pastor Olmar, because he 
refused to shake hands with Froeyland. 
Twenty-eight parsons in all have now 
been banished from their districts and are 
under obligation to report to the police any 
change of address. Dean Fjellbu, who had 
already been banished from Nidaros diocese, 
has: now also been banished from Oslo and 
Akershus dioceses. All bishops are forbidden 
to leave their domiciles. Bishop Maroni in 
Kristiansund ‘applied some time ago for per- 
mission to go to Oslo. It was finally agreed 


‘ to'on condition that he reported immediately 


on his arrival in Oslo to the State Police. 
When Bishop Maroni reported to the State 
Police in Oslo, he was sent straight back to 
Kristiansund, where he now has to report 
daily, 4 

Efforts aré being made‘ to fill many of the 
vacant churches by: ordaining Jaymen. 
Some of these appear to have had religious 
connections of one kind or another. The 
moral reputation of some, however, is not 
high. One report states (we print it with- 
out comment) that “‘the Nazi parson at 
Faberg, Lyngas, lately appeared at a funeral 
in a highly intoxicated condition and threw 
earth on the coffin. no less\:than ten times. 
Several times he missed altogether.”’ 

Several laymen were ordained at the. main 
church of Oslo on November 8th. The new 
vicar of the Groenland congregation in Oslo 
is clearly considered by Svenska Dagbladet 
at Stockholm (November 8th). to be insuf- 


ficiently equipped for the post, as the paper 


adds:. ‘‘ The appointment shows. the serious 
shortage of clergy, as Groenland is one of 
the most important congregations. There 
are no applicants for many of the vacant 
offices.’ 

The Quisling bishops, recently appointed, 
are faced with one difficulty after another. 
The following paragraph from Svenska 
Dagbladet (November 8th) is typical: 

“The N.S. Bishop Falk Hansen has 
arrived in Bergen to take charge of the 


-diocese. The only: person who*met’ him on 


his. arrival was the Quisling clergyman 
Harald Fosse. All the other clergymen 
have declared in a letter that they refuse to 
acknowledge anyone but Fleischer, whom 
they continue to regard as their Bishop, 
and they urge Falk Hansen to return to 
Grue, where he is vicar. Falk Hansen has 
already notified Minister Skancke that he 
regards his office as temporary.. As is 
known, Zwilgemeyer, who is now in Hamar, 
begged permission to leave Bergen, after 
some months’ unsuccessful endeavour to 
make contact with the clergy and congrega- 
tion. Falk Hansen is faced with the same 
problem, and appears from the start to be 
giving up the fight.’’ 

It will be remembered that the Quisling 
Propaganda Minister in Norway, Lunde, 
and his wife recently lost their lives in a 
motor accident. The Quisling Bishop Froey- 
land preached at a service in Trinity Church, 
Oslo. His sermon consisted of a fulsome 
tribute to Lunde, and he preached from the 
text: ‘‘ Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord. Yea, saith the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labours ; and their works do 
follow them.”’ 

Trondheim Cathedral, the scene of an im- 
portant demonstration against Quisling inter- 
ference with the Church in February last, 
is to be closed throughout the winter, accord- 
ing to Svenska Dagbladet (November 14th). 
Other Trondheim churches are to be open 
only on alternate Sundays. The reason 
given is lack of fuel. 


EFFECTS OF WAR ON DANISH 
MISSIONS 

Recent numbers of the Danish daily 
Kristeligt Dagblad have given various items 
of information concerning their missionary 
work and the effects of the war upon it. We 
quote a number of extracts. 

On September 16th, 1942, an article by 
Professor Torm in the Nordisk Mission 
periodical was quoted. It was impossible to 
obtain a clear picture of the situation in 
mission fields, but it was feared that eco- 
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nomic difficulties: were increasing. - A little 
help -had been given by German missions, 
and American societies had been particularly 
generous. One letter had been received 
from Manchuria, via the Danish Embassy in 
Ankara, and a few telegrams from India 
saying that work was continuing. A report 
on Red Cross work through the Danish In- 
dustrial Mission to Armenians had been re- 
ceived ‘from Athens. From February 12th 
to May 9th, 1942, it had been possible to 
serve 100 meals a day. The money received 
from Denmark every month was spent on 
vegetables, and, with olive oil obtained 
through Minister Duurloo, comparatively solid 
food for about forty invalids or nursing mothers 
had been provided per day. Now a kind 
of milled corn was being obtained im addi- 
tion through the Red Cross. The -difficulties 


‘of communication could be realised from the 


fact that one missionary in Nyasa had said 
in a telegram to Stockholm that he had had 
no news from Denmark for two years, but 
contact had been made through Cairo and 
the Danish Embassy in Lisbon with another 
missionary in East Africa, and greetings had 
also been received from a hospital in 
Jerusalem. 


The 75 Years Jubilee of the Nordisk San- 
talmission fell on September 26th. The 
society has now thirty-seven missionaries in 
India. 60,000 converts have been baptised 
since the foundation of the society. The 
church in Santal now numbers 26,000. Other 
figures given were: 41 native pastors, 206 
evangelists, two hospitals, seven clinics, two 
leper colonies, 106 primary and eleven senior 
schools, and a theological training school. 
(Kristeligt Dagblad, September 18th, 24th, 
and 29th.) Dac 


Appreciation was expressed of the. help 
given by America to foreign missions 
“ orphaned ’’ by the war, and of the pro- 
p«sed inter-denominational Missionary Con- 
vention to be held in Cleveland in December. 
(Kristeligt Dagblad, September 30th, 1942.) 


